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POPE LEO

The results of the recent papal election on May
8, 2025 surprised everyone. Cardinal Robert Fran-
cis Prevost, an American and former missionary in
Peru was a voting member of the Conclave and was
chosen as the new Pontiff. When the white smoke
appeared on the second day of voting, bells started
ringing throughout the city of Rome and the thou-
sands of pilgrims in Saint Peter’s Square started
waving, shouting, applauding, chanting, cheering,
and waving national flags in jubilation. An hour
later the new pope was introduced to the crowd
and to the world. Some of his first words to the
crowd were:

“We must be a Church that walks together,
that seeks peace, charity and draws near to those
who suffer.”

He chose to be named after Pope Leo XIII, an
earlier pope who championed common workers
and wrote the famous encyclical, “Rerum Novar-
um.”

The Leo House holds the distinct honor of hav-
ing Pope Leo XIII as its namesake for more than
130 years. Because of his significant donation to
the organization in Germany planning to assist
European immigrants, The Leo House did get
built as a safe haven for those coming to New
York. In gratitude, the safe haven was named for
Pope Leo XIII and we are privileged and honored
to share the name with our new Pope Leo XIV.



WE REMEMBER THOSE WHO HAVE GONE BEFORE US

Pope Francis
(1936-2025)

Pope Francis was 88 years old when he passed away on Easter Monday,
April 21, 2025. He had been pope since March 13, 2013. In his words “Let
the church always be a place of mercy and hope, where everyone is wel-
comed, loved and forgiven.” Thousands of persons around the world
mourned the death of this pope they loved and saw him as a compassion-
ate pastor who cared about people, especially the poor and the marginal-
ized. He had the moral courage to stand by his words and challenged eve-
ryone to do the same.

Bishop Gerald 1. Walsh
(1942-2025)

A native New Yorker, born on May 4, 1942, Bishop Walsh attended Cath-
olic schools from elementary school through college. After college he went
to Saint Joseph’s Seminary in Yonkers NY and was ordained by Cardinal
Spellman in May, 1967. Assignments to parishes followed and after he
obtained a Masters Degree in Social Work he joined NY Catholic Chari-
ties as Director of Family and Children Services. He was ordained an Aux-
iliary Bishop of New York in 2004 and in 2007 became rector at St. Jo-
seph’s Seminary. In 2012 Bishop Walsh was named Vicar for clergy and
the Episcopal Vicar for several vicariates. Between all these duties and re-
sponsibilities, he continually served as a Board Member to many Catholic
and community agencies, including The Leo House. He was a Leo House
Board Member from 1988 to 2025. Bishop Walsh, age 83, passed away on
May 4, 2025. A Mass of Christian Burial was held at Saint Elizabeth’s
Church on May 13th. In attendance at the crowded church were many
clergy from the Archdiocese and attending from The Leo House were
John Quinones, Sister Patricia Hayes and Sister Marilyn Ellickson.

Sister Kathleen Ries CSA
(1941-2025)

Sister Kathleen was an elementary teacher and principal in parish gram-
mar schools in the states of WI, IN, MS, and NY from 1961 to 2006. She
moved to The Leo House in 2006 and was bookkeeper and a minister of
hospitality. She became a CSA representative to UNANIMA, a coalition
of seventeen communities of Sisters advocating against trafficking of wom-
en and children. As president of its Board of Directors, she attended a
world summit held in Rio de Janeiro in 2012. She retired and returned to
the Motherhouse in Fond du Lac WI in 2020. She died on May 4, 2025 at

Saint Francis Retirement home.
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SURPRISE PARTY GEORGEOUS GARDEN

Friday, May 30, 2025 a staff luncheon had al- Father Ed Conway introduced the landscaping

ready been planned to celebrate those who had company, LifeSource Irrigation, to The Leo
birthdays in the month of May. However, Execu- House, and the garden has never appeared quite
tive Director Ashley Bryant, (in secret!) had it also so beautiful. The company has been doing sea-
be a FAREWELL PARTY for Natalija Ciric, who  sonal plantings, so the early spring flowers were
has been Front Desk Manager since 2022. She the first to show their blossoms. -

leaves on June 13th, Friday the thirteenth! Summer flowers are currently
blooming. Hanging planters are
attached to the trellis and new
baskets have re-
placed the boxes
along the metal
fence. The company
of specialists re-

- placed the wooden L
ramp along the sidewalk and were the ﬁrst ever

’ to put a water source on the o —==gy
roof to water the plants 7 = -
there. : o

yelled out, “SURPISE” when Ashley Bryant es-
corted her into the room. A catered meal was en-
joyed by all, followed by dessert. It was a lovely
event honoring the top-notch manager of the Front
Desk.

The photo below shows Natalia’s shock and
surprise when the dining room full of colleagues

NEW MANAGEMENT ANOTHER ROOM

Francisco Lima has been hired as the new Front It was announced recently that another room is

Desk Manager, replacing Natalija Ciric, who is re-  being constructed for persons with disabilities.
locating to Italy. Her husband was transferred The first one finished in 2023 is in high demand
back home to Milano. and is used frequently. The double-wide space

makes it easy for wheelchairs to enter the room
Darek Stachelek has been hired as the new Fa- a4 jts shower. Details are being worked on and
cilities Manager. Michael Brady is to be commend-  when completed it will be available for guests to
ed for taking care of maintenance projects and re-  peserve. If a Handicapped Accessible Room is
pairs until Darek was hired. required, ask for the room at the time of making
a request. Do not wait until you get here. Contri-
butions toward this construction project are wel-
come and are very much appreciated.



A STORY ABOUT A BOOK

Last fall 2024 a guest was leaving The Leo House
after a short stay and before going out the door
handed a book to staff behind the desk. “Here, this
is for your library.”

The library here at the Leo House is part of the
“Little Free Library Organization” now a thriving
in-

susceptible googling flights to It

aly,"—

ternational organization and it has a charter num-
ber. Libraries with charter numbers become part
of a digital global map and can be located with a
simple search.

The Covid pandemic forced public libraries in NY
to close and the Wall Street Journal wrote an article
about the shortage of books to read. They learned
of the map and found the locations of Little Free
Libraries in the New York area.

The article touched base with individuals in Brook-
lyn, Queens, the Bronx, and The Leo House who
were responsible for them. They in turn, provided
details about the little library’s location, structure,
use, and types of books enjoyed, for the article in
the Oct. 21, 2020 issue of the newspaper.

A little note inside the book given to staff at the
front desk said, “For one of the Sisters.” Sister
Marilyn received the book and she found another
note tucked in the front cover. It read, *“ For the
Leo House Library + the Agnesian Sisters, with
thanks for all the visits when I wrote and re-
searched this book here! Pax, Liam Callanan.”

What a surprise! The guest leaving was the author
of the book in my hands entitled, “When In Rome.”

Of course, I was excited to read the story before
putting it into the library, because I wanted to
know if nuns in the story resembled us, the Sisters
of Saint Agnes!

Not a bit! The nuns in Rome, with the (made-up)
name of, ‘The Gertrudians’, greeted the main char-
acter at the front door, all of them wearing hard
hats! She had been sent to Rome by her employer,
a real estate company, to assist the Gertrudians
dispose of their property.

If one goes to the Motherhouse of the Sisters of
Saint Agnes in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin, they are
not greeted at the front door by Sisters wearing
hard hats. Maybe a straw sun hat, a baseball cap,
or a sun visor.

Why the hard hats? Get a copy of the book and
read the story written by Leo House guest, Liam
Callanan. The descriptions of Roman neighbor-
hoods, its food, and its language are vivid and de-
lightful.



